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first 3 days of temporary disability and 
may use annual, sick or leave without 
pay during that period, except that if 
the disability exceeds 14 days or is fol-
lowed by permanent disability, the 
Postal Service employee may have 
that leave restored. 

(d) The FECA excludes certain per-
sons from eligibility for COP. COP can-
not be authorized for members of these 
excluded groups, which include but are 
not limited to: persons rendering per-
sonal service to the United States simi-
lar to the service of a civil officer or 
employee of the United States, without 
pay or for nominal pay; volunteers (for 
instance, in the Civil Air Patrol and 
Peace Corps); Job Corps and Youth 
Conservation Corps enrollees; individ-
uals in work- study programs, and 
grand or petit jurors (unless otherwise 
Federal employees). 

ELIGIBILITY FOR COP 

§ 10.205 What conditions must be met 
to receive COP? 

(a) To be eligible for COP, a person 
must: 

(1) Have a ‘‘traumatic injury’’ as de-
fined at § 10.5(ee) which is job-related 
and the cause of the disability, and/or 
the cause of lost time due to the need 
for medical examination and treat-
ment; 

(2) File Form CA–1 within 30 days of 
the date of the injury (but if that form 
is not available, using another form 
would not alone preclude receipt); and 

(3) Begin losing time from work due 
to the traumatic injury within 45 days 
of the injury. 

(b) OWCP may find that the em-
ployee is not entitled to COP for other 
reasons consistent with the statute 
(see § 10.220). 

§ 10.206 May an employee who uses 
leave after an injury later decide to 
use COP instead? 

On Form CA–1, an employee may 
elect to use accumulated sick or an-
nual leave, or leave advanced by the 
agency, instead of electing COP. The 
employee can change the election be-
tween leave and COP for prospective 
periods at any point while eligibility 
for COP remains. The employee may 
also change the election for past peri-
ods and request COP in lieu of leave al-

ready taken for the same period. In ei-
ther situation, the following provisions 
apply: 

(a) The request must be made to the 
employer within one year of the date 
the leave was used or the date of the 
written approval of the claim by OWCP 
(if written approval is issued), which-
ever is later. 

(b) Where the employee is otherwise 
eligible, the agency shall restore leave 
taken in lieu of any of the 45 COP days. 
Where any of the 45 COP days remain 
unused, the agency shall continue pay 
prospectively. 

(c) The use of leave may not be used 
to delay or extend the 45-day COP pe-
riod or to otherwise affect the time 
limitation as provided by 5 U.S.C. 8117. 
Therefore, any leave used during the 
period of eligibility counts towards the 
45-day maximum entitlement to COP. 

§ 10.207 May an employee who returns 
to work, then stops work again due 
to the effects of the injury, receive 
COP? 

If the employee recovers from dis-
ability and returns to work, then be-
comes disabled again and stops work, 
the employer shall pay any of the 45 
days of entitlement to COP not used 
during the initial period of disability 
where: 

(a) The employee completes Form 
CA–2a and elects to receive regular 
pay; 

(b) OWCP did not deny the original 
claim for disability; 

(c) The disability recurs and the em-
ployee stops work within 45 days of the 
time the employee first returned to 
work following the initial period of dis-
ability; and 

(d) Pay has not been continued for 
the entire 45 days. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

§ 10.210 What are the employee’s re-
sponsibilities in COP cases? 

An employee who sustains a trau-
matic injury which he or she considers 
disabling, or someone authorized to act 
on his or her behalf, must take the fol-
lowing actions to ensure continuing 
eligibility for COP. The employee 
must: 

(a) Complete and submit Form CA–1 
to the employing agency as soon as 
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